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B. Location
The proposed residual ponds are located within the northeast corner of the PWSD
RHWPF, north of the intersection of Hess Road and Heirloom Parkway. The following
zoning and vicinity map and aerial map show the location of the proposal.
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C. Project Description 
PWSD is requesting L & E approval for construction of 2 residual management ponds 
to serve the existing RHWPF.  The ponds are proposed within existing RHWPF property 
boundaries.  The District considers the proposal necessary to increase capacity at the 
RHWPF and to ensure its optimal use.  An 8-foot high chain-link security fence 
(matching existing fencing) is proposed to be extended to surround and secure the 
proposed ponds.  Pond access will occur via existing maintenance driveways within 
the property.   
 
Construction of the ponds is anticipated to occur in 2021 over the course of 8 months.  
No traffic or road closures are anticipated during construction. Construction hours are 
proposed Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Re-seeding of native 
grass within disturbed areas may be necessary following construction.  
 
PWSD anticipates that the ponds will have minimal impact on the community and 
neighboring property owners, except that the 2 additional ponds will be visible from 
certain vantage points (particularly from the 2nd floor of nearby residences).  PWSD 
has not received complaints from the surrounding community regarding existing 
operations, and the ponds do not produce foul odors. Management of the ponds is 
primarily automated.  The District anticipates activity related to the ponds will be 
minimal.   
 
The ponds are proposed approximately 180 feet (at their narrowest point) from the 
shared property boundary with single-family residences to the east in Parker 
Homestead.  A continuous berm along the eastern edge of the RHWPF site was 
constructed to screen views, and will remain in place.  PWSD anticipates ground level 
views from the east will remain very much the same due to the size of the berm, and 
that fencing will be installed at the base of the berm.  Residences on the south side of 
the Stepping Stone community (approximately 850 feet to the north) currently have 
views into the property.  The existing view from the north will change from 2 to 4 
ponds.  

 
III. CONTEXT 

 
A. Background 

PWSD received L&E approval from the County Planning Commission for the existing 
RHWPF and residual ponds in December 2011.  The RHWPF, which treats surface 
water from the nearby Rueter-Hess Reservoir, is located on approximately 135 acres 
of a 555-acre PWSD property.  This property does not include land within the reservoir 
complex to the south.   
 
The RHWPF was constructed in 2014, becoming operational in 2015.  The initial design 
of the RHWPF included a total of 4 residual ponds.  However, only 2 of the ponds were 
completed to reduce initial construction costs.  Land area was set aside for the 
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additional ponds at completion of construction in 2015 as PWSD anticipated that 
more pond capacity would be needed in the future.  While conceptually shown on the 
2011 exhibit, the proposed location of the two additional ponds has been shifted 
enough to warrant a new L & E request. 
 

B. Adjacent Land Uses and Zoning 
The L & E project area is within the northeast corner of the RHWPF property, south 
and west of existing single-family development in the Meridian Planned Development 
(Stepping Stone) and the Town of Parker (Parker Homestead).   
 

 
IV. PHYSICAL SITE CHARACTERISTICS 

 
A. Site Characteristics and Constraints 

No existing physical conditions are present that constrain installation of the proposed 
ponds.   
 

B. Access 
The proposed ponds are internally accessible from maintenance driveways within the 
RHWPF, which further connects to Hess Road.  The L&E project area is accessible only 
to PWSD personnel. 

 
D. Drainage and Erosion 

A drainage letter, construction plans, and a Grading Erosion and Sediment Control 
(GESC) plan and report must be submitted to Engineering Services for review.  The 
drainage letter, GESC plan and report, and construction plans must be approved by 
Engineering Services prior to permits being issued for the proposed improvements. 
 

E. Floodplain 
The project area is not impacted by 100-year floodplain. 
 
 
 
 

 

 ZONING LAND USE 
NORTH Agricultural One (A-1); Meridian 

Planned Development 
Xcel overhead transmission line; 
Single-family development in 
Stepping Stone 

SOUTH Agricultural One (A-1) Rueter-Hess Reservoir 
EAST Town of Parker Single-family residential in Parker 

Homestead 
WEST Agricultural One (A-1) Rueter-Hess RHWPF 
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V. PROVISION OF SERVICES 
 

A. Fire Protection 
South Metro Fire Rescue (South Metro Fire) provides firefighting and emergency 
medical services to the site.  South Metro Fire responded to the referral request and 
indicated no objection to the proposal.   

 
B. Sheriff Services 

The Douglas County Sheriff’s Office (DCSO) provides emergency services to the site.  
A no comment response was provided from DCSO.  At the writing of the staff report, 
DCSO Hazmat, the Office of Emergency Management, and DCSO E911 had not yet 
provided a response. 
 

C. Water and Sanitation 
No additional water or sanitation service demands are generated by the proposed 
project.  

 
D. Utilities 

A referral was sent to utility service providers AT&T (telecommunications), 
CenturyLink (telephone), Comcast (cable), IREA (electric), and Xcel (gas).  AT&T 
reviewed the project against the location of their existing facilities, and have no 
conflicts with the proposal. At the writing of the staff report, a no comment response 
was provided from Comcast, and IREA indicated that the site is outside its service area.  
Xcel Energy indicated it has no conflict with the proposal. At the writing of the staff 
report, CenturyLink had not yet provided a response. 
 

E. Other Required Processes and Permits 
In addition to the L & E approval, the drainage letter, GESC plan and report, and 
construction plans require approval from Engineering Services.  PWSD has submitted 
a Basis of Design Report (BDR) to the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) – Water Quality Control Division.  PWSD indicated that 
submission of the BDR is not required, but it was submitted to CDPHE as a courtesy 
so they are aware of the pond proposal. 
 

VI. PUBLIC NOTICE AND INPUT 
 
Courtesy notices of an application in process were sent to adjacent property owners.  At 
the preparation of the staff report, one abutting property owner inquired whether 
proposed security fencing would be installed at the bottom of the slope of the existing 
berm.  PWSD verified fencing will be installed at the bottom of the berm.  No other 
members of the public commented on the proposal.    
 
Referral response requests were sent to required referral agencies on February 28, 2020. 
Referral responses are due at the conclusion of the referral period on March 13, 2020 or 
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prior to the Planning Commission hearing.  Agency responses that have been received to 
date are included as an attachment to this staff report. Any additional responses received 
after the date of this staff report will be provided to the Planning Commission prior to the 
hearing and added to the project record.   

 
VII. STAFF ASSESSMENT 

 
Staff has evaluated the application in accordance with Section 32 of the Douglas County 
Zoning Resolution.  The applicant has indicated that the additional residual ponds are 
necessary to resolve capacity issues and to ensure the proper functioning of the RHWPF.  
Should the Planning Commission approve the L & E request, the applicant will be required 
to obtain any necessary permits for completion of the proposed facillities.   
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